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An ANSWER 


Out of the WEST 


Aus TTON 


Out of the NORTH. 


WHEREIN 


The Earth is opened, and the Napkin found, in which thz Trading 
Talent of the Nation hath been tyed up, and lyen hid for ſome 
Years laſt paſſed ; for want of which, all Perſons in England, 
from the Tenant to the Landlord, from the Weaver to the Mer. 


chant, have languiſhed of a deep Conſumption, 


Sir Fr, Bacon, Ell. of Seditron and Troubles, Chap. 15. Pig. 85. 

Above all things, goed Policy is to be uſed, that the Treaſure and Mo 
nt in 4 State be not gathered into few hands, for otherwiſe a State 
may have 4 great Steck and yet ſtarve: and Money i likg Muck, 
war good except it be ſpread, 

Idem, Pig. 172. The Bleſſings of Judah and Iſſachat will never meet, 
that the ſame People or Nation d be both the Lyons Whelp, and 
the Aſs between two Burdens : neither will it be, That 4 People 
ver- laid with T axes ſhould ever become Martial and Valiant. 

HiR. of Bell and the Dragon, Verſ. 8. Sethe King was wrath, and 
called for bis Prieſts, and ſaid unte them, If ye tell me not who it us 
that bath devoured theſe expences, ye ſhall dye, Vetſ. 20, 21. And the 
King ſaid, I ſee the fort-fteps of Men, Women and Children: and the 
King was angry, and took, the Prieſts with their Wives and Children, 

ebe ſhened bim the privy Dow where they came in, and conſumed 
ſuch things as were upon the Table, 
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Omnia Comeſta 4 Belo. 
O R, 


An ANSW ER out oftheWEsT, 


T O 
A QutsT10N out of the 
NoRkTH, Cc. 


SIX. 
|| Muſt beg your pardon that I have ſo long tired your expecta- 


tions, and which is worſe have altogeth: t failed them, except 

the few Scraps you had in this Reply will ſtop the mouth of 

your firſt Query; for as to the four laſt, I have neither Time 

nor Capacity to lend you any thing that may claim the Title of a 
Reſolve. 

Yet that others more able may contribute towards an Anſwer to 

your ſo Seaſonable and Rational Demands, and that you may not 

think I hive forgot them, I ſhall here inſert chem in order as you 


pt opoſed. 
Query I, 
Whether the great Canſe of Impoveriſhing the Nation, Raine of 
Trade, and general conſumption of Comfort, Settlement and Content, 


which bath brought the Land to 4 meer «Anatomy , # not cauſed by 
the Pomp, Pride, Luxury, Exailion and Oppreſſions of the Prelates ? 


Query II. 


Whether, Since all other Reformed Churches in Europe, did upon the 
firſt Reformation and departure from Popery, caſt out all Dioceſan Bi- 
A 2 ſhops, 


' "WI 
ſhops, Name and Thing, Rest and Branch , 44 an Office altogetber Po- 
11. together with all their Hierarchical appurtenanc et and do to thu 
day eſteem of them no otherwiſe ; why did not, or doth not England alſo 


do the like ? 
Query I | I, 


Whether the ſeveral Reformed Conntries beyond the Sear did not take 
into the bands of their Supream Governours all the Lordly Revenue: of 
the Prelates, and reſerve them for Publick, uſe, or diſpoſe part of them 
to ſuch perſon; as bad well deſerved of them, wm the faithful ſervice of 
their Country ; and if ſo, whether it might not be of good and great con- 
cern to this Kingdom, for the Lordſhips and Baronies belonging to ſo ma- 
ny uſeleſs perſons, to be diſpoſed of by Publick, Amthority, 2 Publick 
Good; and more eſpecially for the honowrable mainittnance of thoſe worthy 
Perſons and their Poſterity, who have loſt their Blood and Eftates in the 
K ings ſervice, and at preſent lye ander great diſconmragement rand bleed 
ing wounds in their Temporals, for want of a Suitable Retompence : 
whileſt theſe, who put them altogether, never did half the ſervice, no 
if occaſion ſhould require, never can, as one of theſs Heroickh, Gentlemen, 
yet as Eccleſiaſtichs are rewarded with 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7,8 thouſand 
pounds per annum, 4 man ? 


Query IV. 


Whether in theſe Kingdoms and States where Prelacy ic extirpated, 
and a Pretbytery only retained, there be vr as Godly, Able, Orthodox 
Preachers, and 4s conſtant Preaching as in thu Kingdom ; and more 
eſpecially, whether their Subjelt are not as cordially Obedient, and as free 
2 any Rebellion, as in theſe places, where Biſhops are retained ? and 
alſo, Whether the Conncils are not — from moleſtation, their No- 
bility and Gentry free from Afronti and the Commonalty more free ſrom 
Oppreſſion, where the Prelates are diſabled from ſitting in Council, from 
Pearking above the Nobles, and from impoſing upon the C mm 


Query V. 


Whether the preſent State of Affaires in eur Neighbour Nations, 
eſpecially of France, who have 4 Prodi pia Vittorions Army, a Flex 
Pl lying at Rochel, a fir place from whence to invade u — 


the gre— 


Jn 
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:ndufiry of the Pope imployed to divert their Armes from Spain, and 
— 12 —— other 45 whether ſay it be not reaſonable 
to conſider of (ome way to engage all hearts and has di in. ' is Nation una- 
mimouſly to oppoſe all Invaſions, rather than to mnltiply Diſcomragements 


upon the Body of the People by Epiſcopal Oppreſſions? 


In Anſwer to your firſt, I am by many Reaſons induced to con- 
clude in the Affirmative, T hat the canſe of Impoveriſhing the Nation, 
Ruine of Trade, and (ne conſumption of Comfort, Settlement and 
Content, #4 cauſed by the Pony, Pride, Luxury, Exattion and Oppreſ- 
fron of the Prelates, 

It is 4 true Maxime of the Learned Yirulam, *©* A ſmaller 
cc number that ſpend more, and earn leſs, do wear out an Eſtate 
« ſooner, than a greater number that live lower, and gather more : 
« $9 it is With an over-grown Cleargy, for they bring nothing to 
tet he Stock. 

That the Trading Stock of the Nation is devoured in this Pre- 
latical Gulph, 1 ſhall demonſtrate, by laying open to View the 
black back-door and fink that hath drained the Trading Purſe dry. 


Firſt, The Revenues, Pomp and State of the 


Prelates. 


There are two Provincial Archbiſhope, Canterbury and York ; 
with their Princely Retinue , Domeftick Chaplains, Officers for 
Temporalties, their Spiritual Officers, Vicar-General,Guardian of 
the Spititualties, Dean of the Arches, with all their under Officers 
and Attendants. 


Secondly, His Courts, 
Court of Faculties. 
Court of Audience, 
Pretogative Court. 
Delegates. 


There are four and twenty — Dioceſan, with theit Trains; 
Domeſtick Servants, Chaplains, Officers and Courts. 
To 
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To theſe belong, 


26 Chancellours and their Attendants, 
24 Regiſters with their Clerks, 

24 Gentlemen Apparators, 

120 Inferiour Apparators, 

48 Ptoctots. 


There are under theſe Biſhops, 


60 Arch-Deacons, and theſe have 6o Conrts, to which belong 
Commiſſaries. 
Officials. 
Sutrogates. 
60 Regiſtets. 
120 Ptoctots. 
200 Apparators. 

So that the Number belonging to Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, Arch- 
Deacons, and their Trade, are judged to be no leis than ten thou- 
ſand Perſons ; which will require for their Maintenance, Two hun- 
dredt houſa ud pounds per annum, reckoning them at rwenty pownds & 
man; whereas ſome of them have one bundred pound, ſome two hun- 
dred pownds, ſame four hundred pounds, ſqueezed out of the poor 
People 

2 As for their ſtanding Rents they are well known, 


Their Lordly Palaces, ſumptuous Houſes, Eccleſiaſtical Digni- 
ties, Baronics, Cc. v7.5, & mods, ſuch is their Income that 
it amounts at leaſt ro Four hundred and fifty thouſand pounds a year, 


They have many other wayes to enrich them- 
ſelves ard impoveriſh the Nation, As 


Firſt, 
By — Deacons and Miniſters four times 2 year for Mo- 


ney, by which they put up yearly hundreds of Pounds, 
Secoadly, 


(72) nd 
Secondly, 


By Inftituting and InduRing Parſons and Vicars to Benefices 
when they fall : For every ſuch Inflitution and Induction they 
have Three pownd: at leaſt, And in England there are 9285 Pariſhes, 
ſo that at the rate of one 1n 4 Par it amounts to Twenty ſeven 


thouſand eight hundred fifty froe pounds, 
Thirdly, 


By making Rural Deans yearly, and for the Oath taking, they 
pay Eight ſhillings and ſix pence, 


Fourthly, 


By granting Licences to Beneficed Miniſters to Preach in their 
own Cures ; though they be Ordained before, and ſtrictly com- 
manded to preach, yet = muſt not do it without a Licence, and 
this Licence coſts them Te ſlings, ſo that in 9285 Pariſhes, 
this comes to Four thouſand ſix bundred forty two pound ten ſhillings, 


Fifthly, 

1. Licences to Curats to Preach. 

2, Licences for Schoolmatters to teach School. 

3. Licences for Parich Clarks. 

4. Licences to Phyſitians to un Phyſick. 

5. Licences to Midwives to do their Office. 

6, Licences to Marty, which thing of it ſelf ariſeth 

to a vat Revenue, 

For Abſolving Excommunicated perſons. 

For putting men to clear themſelves by Oath, with their 
Compurgators, 

For Commuration of Penance, for ſo the Rich come off 
with a round ſum of Money, but the poor deipg their 

Pen- 


By granting, 
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Penance in kind, muſt Rand Excommunicated until 


they have paid their Fees, 
Sixthly, 


By Probats of Wills, and granting Letters of Adminiftration, 
which brings in conſtantly great Summes of Money, 


Seventhly, 


By framing New Articles, and forcing Churchwardens to Pre- 
— Oath, whereby many Innocent perſons are brought into 
their Courts, and ſqueezed both in Confcience and Purſe; and ſo 
is the Churchwarden alſo, if he do not take the Oath prepared for 
him, 


By their Viſitations for Money, 


Firſt, Churchwardens of every Pariſh in England and Chappel 
are called, who receive a Book of Articles to Preſent by; if any 
are wanting, they are warned to appear at their Courts with Coſts. 
Theſe Churchwardens pay for their Book of Articles every year, 
(though the very ſame ) as alſo for writing theit Preſentments by 
a Clark (which they themſelves could do, but are not permitted ) 
—— our pence ; Which in 9285 Pariſhes come th to One tbeu- 
ſa fifty es pounds odd woney, yearly. 

Secondly, Miniſters that are Licenſed pay One ſhilling eight pence, 
or thereabouts,for ſhewing their Licence to preach,to the Regiſter, 
at every Biſhops Viſitation, though ſeen and allowed before ; af- 
ter that, Foxr ſhillings for Procuration to the Biſhop; and to 
the” Gentleman Apparator eight pence, though molt pay twelve 

nee, 

" I (hall omit the poor Curats Suit and Service at this Court, only 
let you know, That when = Arch-Biſhop comes newly to Tork , 
all the Parſons and Vicars in his Jutiſdiction, though never ſo poor, 
and their charge never ſo great, give him a tenth of their Livings 
for a Benevolence, to help the poor Biſhop to lertle himſelf in Five 


or fx 


* 
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thouſand pound; a year ; and if uny, yes, the meaneſt Vicar, 
nf ork poor Children want Bread, do through poverty omir the 


payment, this Reverend Father doth pittiſully whip him to the ve- 
ry bones in his mercileſs Spiritual Court. 


By Arch-Deacons V ifications. 


Theſe are twice 1 year, At Eaſter Viſitation the Miniſters pay 
their Paſcal Rents, or Synodalr, which ſums are not alike to all; 
ſome pay, 56 ſome leſs. 


At Michaelmas they pay Procurations, ſome ſeven (hillings, ſome 
ten ſhillings, ſome leſs, But it is judged that Miniſters pay yearly 
at Viſitations Five thouſand pounds and upwards, 


By the vaſt Charges in Collegiat Churches, 


There are twenty fix great Deans with their Attendants and Set- 
Vants. 
544 Canons, Reſidents and Prebendaries, with 8 
numerous train of 
Vicars, 
Peti-Canons, 
Singing Men and Boyes, Choriſters, 
Organilts, 
Goſpelers, 
Epiltelers, 
Vurgers. 


Nov this Jovial Crew have belonging to them, about Foxy ban. 
dred thouſand pounds yearly, in Lands, Rents, L:aſcs, and other Re- 
venuesand Profits thereunto belonging. 


B 
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The exceflive Expences that many thouſand 
of the Trading People of the Nation are 
put unto, by the Rigorous and Tyrannical 
proceedings of the Biſhops, in Excommu- 
nicating perſons, for three pence, fix p:nce 

and very trivial things. 


* 


A Catalogue may ſhortly be preſented to you of the many Fami. 
lies alceady undone by them; wherein it will be made maniſeſt, 
That more Families have been Ruined,more Perſons Impriſoned, 
more Money Spent by the Cruelty of the Prelates proceedings, 
than by all Law-Suites in all Courts of Judicature, all Payments 
and Taxes waatſozyer, except upon the late Extraordinary Occa- 
ſion. 


The vaſt ſums of Money that the Biſhops, 
Deans, &c. have treaſured up, extortiog it 
from the Subjects for E ines. 


You know that for Twenty Years ſometime by. paſt, their Re- 
venues wete alienated, and ſold far great ſums of Money to the 
Natives of Exgland. Theſe who bought them had greatly improved 
them, who being ſome thouſands of Families, are undone by being 
turned out without any Conhderaticn, The Biſhops enter 
at a time when 7:olt of the Old Leaſes were expired, they proclaim 
their Markets, he that gives moſt, Friend ot Foe, be (hall be taken 
Tenant ; they ſcrew up the value to the height, and bereby they 
have drained out of the Peoples Purſes ſuch Sums of Money, that 
amounts to ſo Monſtrous a Maſs, that ſcarce any Princes Treaſury 
in Europe is able to ballance it; inthe mean time, the Money that 
before ran currant in Tracing, is Damned up in their Coffets. 

Hereby the Money that (hould carry on Trade, is Ingrofied into 
the hands of a few Rulty Eccleftalticks,who peither ſerve our Lord 
Jeſus Chiiſt, nor rheir Country, but their own Bellies, and hoord 


vp 
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vp the Riches, that ſhould be as the Blood in the Vera, to be 
Diſtributed into every Vein and Part of the Body ; bat by being 
choked up in their Corban, brings the whole Nation into a Conſuny- 
1. 

And its very confiderable, That in all other Trades, Men have 
ſomething for their Money: The Farmer hath good Lands for his 
Money from the Gentleman; the Clothier hath good Wooll from 
the Farmer for his Money ; the Merchant hath good Cloth from 
the Clothier for his Money ; and thus it gozs round to every ones 
benefit. But pray, what have we from the Biſhops for our Money ? 
The Anſwer will readily be 1 the Major part of the Land. 

Firſt, 

We have all our Able, Godly, Orthodox Minifters turned out, 
ruined and beggard, and no manner of Supply provided for the 
maintenance of them and their Families; and in their roomes, ia 
many places, a company of Debauched, liliterate, Superſtitions, 
Profane Priefts, which, Blind-guides, muſt needs lead them that 
follow them to Hell, 

Secondly, 

We have gotten molt of our Churchwardens Perjured, that do 
S vet to Prelent according to their Viſitation Articles, and moſt 
of them undone that do not Swear ; although the impoſing of ſuch 
an Oath is a breach of the Fundamental Laws of the Land. Thoſe 
Churchwardens that are not perjured, but putſut the Oath in per- 
ſecuting their Neighbours, are plunged into ſuch horrid guilt, that 
without ſerious Repentance, they muſt periſh eternally, for they 
perſecute the Godly for godlineſs ſake,the Righteous for tighteoul- 
neſs ſake, as will appear in theſe following Inftances. 

I. Ifa Miniſter never ſo Godly and Able, yea, though Ordain- 
ed, Preach without z Licence from the Biſhop, the Churchwarden 
is bound to preſent him and bring him into trouble: if be Preach in 
a Cloak, and notin a Garment Canonical, he is bound to do the 
like. 

II. If any perſon go to hear a Sermon from his own Pariſh 
Church, though there be no Preaching- Miniſter there, nor no Ser- 
mon at all ; and though he be bound by bis Vow in Baptiſm to 
hear Sermons, this man is to be preſented, 

III If a poor man that bath not Bread for his Family, but what 
3 2 he 


129 
he earneth by his daily Labour, If be work upon a Holy-day, ap- 
pointed by Romiſh Inſtitution, he is to be preſented, 

IV. If any perſon coming to Church to their ſervice, do not 
Stand Up at the Creed, do not Bow at the Name of Jeſus, do not 
keep Ott his Hat all the while, he muſt be Preſented. 

Now there ate in all, Threeſcore and fourteen thouſand Churchway- 
dens and Sides. men in England every year, and what a dreadful thing 
is it to have all theſe yearly, either, Perjured, Perſecutors or Perſe- 
(uted, Thirdly, 

We have gotten moſt of the Sober Trading part of the Nation 
Diſcouraged by Citations, Excommunications, Writs to take them 
Excommunicated, Impriſonments upon Eccleſiaſtical accounts, 
by this means, thouſands of Families are already ruined, and many 
hundreds are ready to leave the Land, and remove into ſome other 
Country, where they may have Liberty of Conſcience, and Free- 
dom from theſe devouring Harpics. 

Fourthly, 

We have got in ſtead of the Goſpel in the Power and Purity of 
it, a Service collected out of the Rb Books, the Maſs, Breviary, 
Ce. which Service of ours, King James called an ill ſung Maſs. 
We have got Surplices, Copes, Tippets, Chringings, Cc. out of 
the Romiſh Ritnalls, inſomuch that the Papiſts themſelves call it 
An Apiſh imitation of the Maſs. 

Fifthly, 

We have gotten a ſwarm of Eccleſiaſtical Ofhcers, which the 

Scriptures never kneiv, nor Reformed Churches ever owned. 
S$:xtihly, 

We have got # ſort of proud Prelates, of mean Extract, not of 
the higheſt rank for Godlineſs, Learning and Labour in the Word, 
not the gteateſt Champions for the Proteſtant Religion; witnels 
their Silence at ſuch a time when Popery hath ſo travelled to bring 
forth; ſo many Popiſh Books Printed and Publiſhed in England, 
in afftont and contempt of the Reformed Religion, yet not one 
of our Biſhops hath ſtood up in oppoſition to their deſign, dot Print- 
ed any Caution againſt Popery,or Anſwer to the Pepiſh petnitious 
Pamphlets. However very elate they are,aftrontiug our Nobility, 
trampling upon our Gentry, grinding to pouder all that put not in- 
to their Mouthes, or offer not at their Shripe ; inſomuc b — a 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen of Quality, 4 Perſon, of 3000 J. per annum, ſpeak. 
ing to one of the ſaid Prelates (lately dead) boldly, but with due 
reipe& ; the Prelate, in a fume, anſwered, What, Sir, do you think, 
that it ut fit for every Jack. Gemleman to ſpeak, thus to 4 Biſhop ; deti- 
ding the Gentry of our Land, as not worthy to ſpeak to a peeviſh 
Prelate. Surely a Gentleman of 509 J. per annum ould have fallen 
under cenſure for preſuming to ſpeak to his Poſtilian. | 

We have gotten all manner of miſery to Soul and Body, Plague, 
Fire, Sword, Univerſal Beggary, and without ſeaſonable Mercy, 
the total Ruine of the whole Kingdom, 


But I kyow you will queſtion, whether aur Miſerier do ariſe from the 
Canſe Aſſigned ? 


To this I anſ'ver, The manifold provoking fins of the Land, as 
Adultery, Blaſphemy, Swestirg, Idolatty, Perjury, and contempt 
of God and Godlineſs, do pull hard wich Heaven to bring down 
deſolating Judgments. But that the neareft cauſe of our impover- | 
iſhments aniſeih from the particular forementioned, will appear, * 
if you weigh the Premiſes defore inſerted, and give them leave to 
ſpeak their own concluſion : if Per jury cauſeth a Land to mourn, 
if Oppreſſion and 1idgid Perſecution upon the Trading part of a 
Land begets Diſcontent and deſerting of Trade; if ngorous ex- 
acting, and ſordid hoording up the Money that ſhould run currant 
in Trade, and that by ſuch who contribute nothing to the Publick 
Weal, be the bane of Traffick, and the famiſhment of the poor 
Handictafts- min, then we may lay all our Calamitics at the Bi- | 
mops doors. 

I hall call in ſome credible Witneſſes, Divines and Martyrs to 
confirm this Truth, and ſo leave it with you. 

Biſhop Jewel on Hag. x, records out of Johannes Parifienſir, 
and others, * That when Conſtantine the great advanced Biſhops, 
and endowed the Church with Lands and Temporal Poſſeſſions, 
© there was a voice of Angels heard in the Air, ſaying, Hodie vene- 
un infundituns in Eccleſiam, This day Poyſon is poured into the 
* Church, 
Bernard writes, * Since Prelates increaſed in Worldly pomp, 
* chufing the firſt places in the Church, they have been the chiefeft 
in 


1 
© in perſecuting Jeſus Chiiſt ; and have ever ſhewed themſelves 
© not Teachers, But Deceivers; not Paftors, but Impoltots; nor 
© Prelates, bat Pilates; lucceccing not Peter in teaching, but Ko. 
mum in Mutthetirg. 

Lord Cetbam, that faithiull Martyr, faith to the Biſhops, No 
* ground have ye in all theSciptures, ſoLordly to take it upon you, 
© Our in Anas anc Caraphas, ho late in Judgment upon Chriſt 
© and his Apoltles,of them only have you taken it to judge Chiiſt's 
© Members as ye do. 

Mr Tisdu, that Godly and learned Martyr,wiiteth, Wo to the 
© Realm where Prelares are of the Council ! as profitable arc the 
© Prelacy to the Realm with their Counſel, as Wolves to the Sheep, 
© or Foxes to the Geeſe; tor there is no milchief ot diſorder, wherber 
it be in che Temporal Regiment or Spiritual, whereof they arc 
© not the chief cauſes, and even the very Fountain and Spring ; ſo 
© that it is impollible to preach againſt any miſchief, except thou 
© begin at them; or to let up any Reformation in the World, ex- 
© cept they are firſt reformed : They are as indurat as Pharach; 
© and therefore perſecute they God s Word, and the Preachers 
© thereof ; they ſtit up miſchief in the World, ſetting Princes to 
© War ;. they get into the Conſciences of Kings, and perſvade 
© them what they hiſt, neither can any King have relt for them; 
© they pretend they are for God and the Church, but their ſecret in- 
© rent is to bring all under their power; and when they once ace (er 
© high, then are they Tyrants above all Tyrants, 

Mr Jobs Frith, that worthy Martyr, in his Anſver to Ar. 
Aer Preface. Since Sylveſter received ſynch Poſleſhons bath 
© the Canker ſo crept into the Church, that it hath almoſt left ne- 
vet a ſound Member ; then inftead of Gods Word they preach:d 
© their own Commandments, and made Laws to have all under 
them; and even as in the rooms of Moſer, Aaron, foſhna, Caleb, 
© and other ſuch faithfull Leaders, came Herod, Anna, Carapha, 
© Pilate, and Judas, which put Chriſt to death: So now inftead of 
© Chiift, Peter, Paul, James, Jobn, and the faickfull Followers of 
© Chrilt, we have Popes, Cardinals, Arch-biſhops, and proud Pre- 
late, with their Proctors and malitioes Afinifters of their Ma- 
{ter the Devil, whoſe end (hall be according to tbeit works, 


Dr Barxe: in his Supplication to Herry the eighth, Now it 18 
* {0 
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© (0 far come, that ts be, high or low, rich or poor, wiſe 
© ox fooliſh, that ſpeaketh againſt the Prelates, and their vitious li- 
© ying, be is either made a Traytor to your Grace, or an Heretick, 
© Enemy or Sciſmatick againſt holy Chutch ; as though the Pre- 
© [ates vete Kings of Gods: and if any man out of Gods Law, and 
tight conſcience ſpeak againk their damoable Tyranny, lictle 
« will they flick to make him an Heretick ; and if that will not 
© help to colour and maintain their opprethon, then add they Trea- 
© (on, Sedition, Rebellion, and contempt of your Grace, though he 
he never ſo true a Subject. 
| hall conclude with a Paſſage of learned Mr Tindal in his 
Obebedience to a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, p. 114, 128, 146, 

As thou cantt heal no Dileate except thou begin at the Root, 
© even ſo canſt thou preach 2gainit no miſchief except thou bevin 
It the Biſhops ; whether Judas Vas a Plieſt or no, 1 care not, but 
* of this I am ſurc, That he nov is not only Piieſt, but alſo a Bi- 
© (hop, Cardinal, and Pope. Biſhops that Preach not, or that 
pre ich ought (ave Gods Word, are none of Chiiſte, nor of his 
« ancintiog ; but Servants of the Beaſt, whole Mark they bear, 
« whoſe Word they preach, whoſe La they maintain, clean againſt 
Gods Law : Biſhops they are that can only miniſtet the Tem 
© ral Svord, their Office, the preaching of Gods Word, laid afide ; 
© yhich they will neither do themiclves, not ſuffer any man elſe to 
© do, but (lay with the Temporal Sword (which they have gotren 
© out of the hands of all Princes) them that would: The preach. 
© ing of Gods Word is hatefull to them; Why ? For it is impoſſi- 
ple to preach Chriſt except thou preach againſt Antichriſt ; that 
© is to ſay, them who with their falſe Doctrine, and violence of 
Sword, enforce to quench the True Doctrine of Chriſt, Our Pre- 
$ lates ought to be our Servants, as the Apoſtles w. te, to teich us 
* Carifts Docttine, and not Lords over us, to oppreſs us with 
© theic own Docttines and Inventions, 
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